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APPLIED SCIENCES TEACHING

• Theory

• Research Methods

• Analysis

• Presentation – essay, lab report, research project, oral presentation

• Application: research translated for practice, policy, legislation



NON-ACADEMIC USERS OF SCIENCE

• Audiences of science

• Public

• Media

• Charities / NGOs

• Parliament

• Service users

• Other academics
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POLICY BRIEFING PAPERS

• Policy briefing papers are a frequently used medium for conveying research

• Written for a non-academic audience, non-expert, interested parties

• Generally include outlining of given issue, always applied in nature, executive 

summaries, overview of research and recommendations

• Generally a few pages of A4 in length

• Not in essay or research report format







ADVANTAGES OF USING BRIEFING PAPERS 
IN TEACHING OF APPLIED SCIENCE

• Briefing papers are the tool of conveying science to those who use it most 

often

• Literacy in this form of science communication is important from a citizen 

point of view, as well as being highly desirable by potential employers of 

science graduates

• Developing briefing papers also involves a working with the data that supports 

deep learning of the core material



A CASE STUDY: PSYCHOLOGY OF 
FAMILY

• Psychology of Family is a final year option module for undergraduate students 

on the Psychology course

• Modified Scale-Up Format: 2x2 hour sessions

• First session traditional lecture on given topic (E.g detention of asylum seeker 

children; children and higher education) and set up of briefing paper working 

groups. Includes setting up parameters of briefing paper, role allocation, 

evidence search plan, evidence review plan

• Between session group work on briefing paper 

• Second session completion, presentation and review of briefing papers. 



EXAMPLES OF STUDENT BRIEFING 
PAPERS

Children in Higher Education

• Traditional lecture given, with theory, research studies, and application

• Readings on the topic include research articles, chapter, UNICEF reports,

• Students select (hypothetical) audiences for briefing papers 





BENEFITS OF USING BRIEFING PAPERS

• Students reported in EvaSys that the format aided there understanding of the 

content, scaffolded group work in a way that felt realistic for professional 

settings, and assisted in their essay writing

• Students also used briefing papers in applications for positions post degree, 

with employers noting the benefit of seeing relevant work such as this. 



SUMMARY

• Briefing papers are one of the most common forms of science communication, 

and as such they are a great resource & a useful communication format for 

students to become familiar with

• The vast range of users of briefing papers makes them functional as a 

supplementary resource for a range of courses

• Using briefing papers found to be useful for students content learning of the 

course, as well as in the job search market. 


