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Engagement

“Lecturing is that mysterious process by means of which the
contents of the note-book of the professor are transferred
through the instrument of the fountain pen to the note-book of
the student without passing through the mind of either.”

Miller, 1927
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High level engagement
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Low level engagement
Passive — Level of student activity elicited —» Active
(e.g. the standard lecture) (e.g. problem-based learning)
Teaching method



How many lines are there in a sonnet?

Sonnet 18: William Shakespeare
Shall | compare thee to a Summer's day?

Shall | compare thee to a summer's day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's [case hath all too short a date:
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;

And every fair from fair scometime declines,

By chance or nature's changing course untrimm'd;
But thy eternal summier shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest;

Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou growest:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this and this gives life to thee.
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Behavioural

Cognitive engagement

engagement

Emotional Fredricks et al 2004
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Behaviourism

Learning is based on the conditioned response to external stimuli.
* May be characterised by rewards and punishment
* Learning = skills developed, information retained

* Teaching involves practice, drilling, repetition & rote learning
(James, 2006)
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“Stimulus, response! Stimulus, response! Don’t you
ever think?”

Larson: The Far Side



Cognitivism

Learning is a mental activity involving internal coding and organisation.

* The
* Emp
* Teac

earner plays an active part in the process
nasis is often on what learners know rather than what they do

ning focus is on making knowledge meaningful
(Yilmaz 2011)
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What does this
photo say to you?
(in pairs)




Constructivism

Learning is developed by the individual, building on what is already
known.

* Knowledge is fundamentally personal
* Knowledge depends on experiences in the learning environment

 Social interactions contribute to learning
(Bostock 1998)
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Without touching either the cups or
the rubber band, what is the highest
tower you can build?
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“the nature and quality of
relationship interactions
between teachers and
students are fundamental to
understanding student
engagement”

Pianta et al 2012
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