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The problem of large audiences? A belief that large classes are less 
effective than smaller ones 

“The range of teaching methods that can be combined with 
lecturing is progressively restricted with increases in size, 
consequently the compensating demands upon lecturing technique 
are greater if the problems of attention and motivation are to be 
overcome.” 

Large audience lectures can 

• Suppress critical thinking   

• Fail to address differences in student learning styles.  

• Treat students like passive recipients 

Several suggestions to diminish this difficulty including personal 
projection and maintaining attention. 
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“The strong interaction and 

visual displays helped me 

the most, as it has given me 

something to link the 

information to, rather than 

block text”  

 

“Each component on its own 

(with a few exceptions) was 

not very useful, however 

when combined as a whole, 

it was. This is to say that 

doing one of the delivery 

modes won't make a 

difference, several of them 

have to be done together to 

make an impact. Well done 

though, as I have never seen 

a lecturer try so hard to get 

their delivery right and so 

varied!”  



Simplicity: Simplicity of the story will help the 
audience understand what is happening. Don’t cloud 
the story with too many details. Narrative 
 
Accuracy: Makes the presentation believable and 
precise. Practice  
 
Consistency: Keep all the items in pantomime the 
same size, shape, weight and in the same place. 
Terminology and Style 
 
Exaggeration: Make the action in pantomime bigger 
than life, helping the audience see your action with 
more clarity. Delivery 
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