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• £50 million fund to 

expand the number 

of places at existing 

good or outstanding 

selective schools 

“give parents greater choice 
and give more children, from 
all backgrounds, access to a 
good school place.” 



163 Grammar Schools

4.7% of schools in 
England (DfE, 2017)

72% of all schools in 
England are affected by 
presence of a selective 
school (Coe et al, 2008)



The gaps – to gain insights into the 
perceptions of students who attend a non-

selective school in a ‘selective area’.

• How are these students affected by the eleven-plus test? 

• How did it affect their social groupings? 

• How did it affect their academic attitudes and self-esteem? 

• How did their parents influence their attitudes towards the 

eleven-plus

• How does it feel to attend a school that you know is less 

desirable?



Secondary school “choice” in 
Midtowne



Methods and Methodology
• 2 focus groups

• 5 boys, 5 girls

• Year 9 students

• Qualitative data

• Interpretivist perspective



‘The 
Journey’



17 Questions…

• What was it like on the day/s of taking the 11+ for you and your friends?

• A little later in the year some of you and your friends will have had their 

11+ results. How was it at that time? Can you remember how you felt?

• How did you feel when you found out you had been offered a place at 

East Bridge Academy? 

• Were any of your friends offered different schools from you? How did that 

make you feel?

• Now you are in Year 9, when you look back at Year 6, how do you feel 

about the 11+?



Analysis

• Transcripts

• Coding





Results

• Overarching Theme

• “Resilience”

• 5 supplementary themes



“So we kind of huddled together”



“One mark off”



“Garbage School”



“Right School For me”



“That’s every child’s fear, 
disappointing their parents”



Conclusions and Summary

• Positive 

• Resilient 

• Strengthening process

• Energy expended into positive working

• Social regrouping

• Pressure but supported by parents



Areas for Development

• Cost of energy?

• Low self-esteem?

• Positive message of students

• Challenge to government’s claim that there is little or 

no harmful consequence for students attending non-

selective schools in selective areas
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