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Why is managing your researcher identity important? 
 

As your research career develops you will most likely change institutions and posts. The 

various researcher identity services outlined below will ensure that all the information 

about your research outputs can be transferred as you move around and will allow you 

to more accurately track the citation activity of your publications. 

Researcher identity services have developed to disambiguate author information to help 

overcome issues such as researchers with similar names (85% of China’s population 

share 129 surnames), less familiar name constructions (e.g.  Alejandro Rodríguez de la 

Peña y de Ybarra), multiple name variations and name changes.  

Many researchers decide to cultivate an online profile to create interest in their research, 

this often includes information about research activity and output; some of the leading 

social networks for research are also detailed below. 

 

Researcher identity services 
 

ResearcherID 

 

This is service provided by the Web of Science;  you can create an account, which comes 

with a (free) unique personal identifier. You can add your papers to your account and 

track citations of those papers in the Web of Science. The profile can be public or private 

and also tracks metrics about you like the h-index. 

Registering and setting up your Researcher ID 

Firstly navigate to the Web of Science and (if you not done so before )register for a 

personal account: 

 

NB Please note that registration needs to be completed on campus. 

When registered and signed in, go to the ‘My Tools’ menu and select ResearcherID and 

add your details. 

http://apps.webofknowledge.com/UA_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=UA&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=Z1fvXBHiwc2ackggqrl&preferencesSaved=
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/UA_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=UA&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=Q1AeIVxzxDPcZZn6w4n&preferencesSaved=
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For more information about ResearcherID, visit the website or the ResearcherID training 

page. For help setting up your profile, please contact NTU’s Library Research Team. 

 

Scopus Author ID 

 

This is the researcher identity provided by Scopus. You do not need to register for a 

Scopus Author ID; if you have a paper indexed in their database you are automatically 

assigned an identifier.  (To look this up, just perform an ‘Author search’ in Scopus.) 

 

 

 

 

  

Instructions on making corrections to your Author ID are available here. 

 

 

 

http://www.researcherid.com/
http://wokinfo.com/training_support/training/researcher-id/
http://wokinfo.com/training_support/training/researcher-id/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/library/research_support/contact-us/index.html
http://www.scopus.com/
http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/2321/p/8150/c/8430
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ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID) 

 

Although useful, the identifiers above are limited to information garnered from 

documents within their provider databases. ORCID allows you to register for a persistent 

digital identifier and integrates with both ResearcherID and Scopus Author ID. ORCID 

has been described as “like a DOI for researchers”. 

Increasingly when publishing you will be able to give your ORCID identifier to your 

publisher allowing your papers to be automatically added to your profile. Please note 

that ORCID does not provide citation metrics. 

 

Registering for ORCID and integrating with ResearcherID and Author ID 

 

Full instructions on registration are available here – once registered you can then import 

information about publications from other databases using ORCID’s various ‘Link Tools’. 

You can also manage your privacy from these pages. 

 

 

Online Researcher Profiles 
 

A variety of social networking sites are available for researchers, these allow you to 

create public profiles to attract interest in your publications and share your research 

interests. Services of this type are a popular area of development and a selection of 

some of the currently most used examples are included below.   

NB Please always be aware of the terms and conditions of each site and particularly your 

copyright responsibilities (further guidance on what you are legally allowed to do with 

your publications is available via Sherpa/Romeo). The safest way  to protect yourself is 

to link to publications on NTU’s institutional repository IRep. Please contact the Library 
Research Team for further advice or support. 

Google Scholar Citations 

Allows you to create a profile and keep track of your publications' citations. You can 

check who is citing your publications, graph citations over time, and compute several 

citation metrics.  This service will also attempt to update your profile automatically. You 

can also make your profile public, so that it appears in Google Scholar results when 

people search for you. 

http://orcid.org/
http://support.orcid.org/knowledgebase/articles/171598-create-an-id-website-user
http://support.orcid.org/knowledgebase/articles/188278-link-works-website-user
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://irep.ntu.ac.uk/R?RN=472560279
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/library/research_support/contact-us/index.html
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/library/research_support/contact-us/index.html
http://scholar.google.co.uk/intl/en/scholar/citations.html
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ResearchGate 

A social networking site for scientists, it has approximately four million members; it 

allows you to set up a profile, identify your publications, interests and skills, to engage in 

discussions and collaborate with other researchers. ResearchGate also provides a range 

of statistics about your citations, including, views, downloads etc. 

 

Academia.edu 

Designed for graduate students and academics, this site enables you to create a profile, 

share research papers, monitor the impact of your research through a variety of view 

and download statistics and track the research of academics you follow.  

 

 

Mendeley  

An academic social network which allows you to create a profile and include information 

about your publications and research fields. Mendeley also supports your referencing 

activity and facilitates collaboration.  

http://www.researchgate.net/
http://www.academia.edu/
http://www.mendeley.com/
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For further advice and support please contact the Library Research Team. 

 

http://www.ntu.ac.uk/library/research_support/contact-us/index.html

