
Publishing from your eThesis 

 

A common copyright concern for research students is that you will not be able to reuse 

the material from your thesis in a journal article or book once it has been made publicly 

available in the institutional repository (IRep). 

This is not an issue for the majority of publishers as they don’t consider a thesis to be a 

publication for this purpose.  This is particularly true for peer-reviewed journals, as you 

won’t be submitting your complete thesis for journal publication.  The content of the 

section you submit is likely to be reworked and revised through the peer review and 

editorial processes if it’s accepted, so the finished article is normally significantly 

different from the original thesis text.  You should always seek editorial advice from your 

publisher to confirm that thesis material is not excluded from consideration. 

Book publishers are more likely to consider your thesis as a published work but the 

majority still do not have concerns that depositing your thesis in an open access 

repository will harm potential book sales. The editorial process is likely to result in 

substantial changes to your content, so producing a new publication.  Again, you will 

need to discuss this with potential publishers. 

 

For further advice and support please contact the Library Research Team 

 

 

 

http://irep.ntu.ac.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/library/research_support/contact-us/index.html

